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S R I   L A N K A N   G E O T E C H N I C A L    S O C I E T Y         

A Member Society of the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 

(ISSMGE) Established in 1986 
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Geo forum for the month of February 2018 was conducted by Dr. Ashok Peiris, 
Principal Geotechnical Engineer GHD Pty Ltd, Australia on 15th February 2018 at 
the IESL Meeting Room 1. 
 
The title of the geo forum was “Rail Embankment Design over Landfill”. The lec-
ture covered characterization of landfill material for establishing design parame-
ters and design of rail embankment over landfill towards limiting total and differ-
ential post construction settlement within allowable limits. The lecture also in-
cludes the details on selection of ground treatment/improvement techniques con-
sidering cost, environmental factors while focusing on operation and maintenance 
requirements in optimizing the design. 

Geo forum conducted by Dr. Ashok Peiris 

SOME RULES OF THUMB FOR SOIL PROPERTIES  
Based on an article by , 

Prof. John Atkinson. (Senior Principal, Coffey Geotechnics and Professor of Soil Mechanics, City University, London) 

 

There are a number of rules of thumb relating simple test results to soil properties. Few such rules are depicted 
below. 

A rule of thumb to relate φ/ to plasticity index. (Wood, 1991)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relationship between undrained shear strength, plasticity index and OCR. (Wood, 1991)  

Geo technical Toolbox 

OCR 
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Forthcoming Conferences 

 The 7th International Conference on Unsaturated Soils 
(UNSAT2018), August 3-5, 2018 , The Hong Kong University of Sci-
ence and Technology (HKUST), Hong Kong, http://
www.unsat2018.org. 

 11th International Conference on Geosynthetics,  16th September 
2018, Seoul, South Korea, http://www.11icg-seoul.org/  

  International Symposium on Energy Geotechnics, 25-09-2018, Swit-
zerland, Lausanne, http://seg2018.epfl.ch/     

 7 ICEGE 2019 - International Conference on Earthquake Geotechni-
cal Engineering, 16th-20th June 2019, Rome, Italy, Email: 
agi@associazionegeotecnica.it. 

Forthcoming Events of SLGS  

SLGS and ISSMGE Membership Fees 
 

SLGS members are kindly requested to pay the membership arrears at 
your earliest. A notice indicating due fees is attached.  

 
Please inform any changes in the contact details. 

 

Membership Admission Fee  Rs. 200/= 

Annual Membership Fee  Rs. 700/=  

ISSMGE  Fee  Rs. 1500/= 

The SLGS Newsletter comes to you in volumes of four fascicles issued in 
February, May, August and November in each year. If you prefer to receive 

the newsletter by email, please send your email address to the editor, news-
letter 
 
Address for Correspondence: 

Sri Lankan Geotechnical Society 
C/o National Building Research Organisation 
No. 99/1, Jawatta Road, Colombo 5, SRI LANKA 
 
Tel: 
President: +94-77-6623411  Hony Secretary: +94-11-2668842 
Treasurer: +94-11-4309494   Editor:                 +94-755-494973 
 

Note: The views expressed by authors are not necessarily the views of 
SLGS. 

International conference in Geotechnical Engineering (ICGE 2020) 
 

Following the very successful ICGE-Colombo-2015, Sri Lankan Geotechnical Society (SLGS) is planning to organize 

another International Conference in Geotechnical Engineering, ICGE-Colombo-2020 on August 10-11, 2020 in Colombo.  
 

A local organizing committee and an international advisory committee is formed incorporating members from organiza-

tions involved in the field of geotechnical engineering in Sri Lanka and overseas. 
 

We hope to have several keynote lectures in the mornings and two or three parallel Technical sessions in the afternoons.  A 

poster session will also be held. Several keynote speakers would be identified to cover areas of greater interest. An exhibi-

tion would be held in parallel with the conference. Several site visits will be held after the conference. 
 

Possible themes tentatively identified as; 

Call for papers for SLGS Journal 

SLGS wishes to call for full papers for its Annual Jour-
nal. Number of pages per paper is limited to 12. All the 
papers will be subjected to double blind review by two 
referees.  Selected papers will be published in the SLGS 
Journal (hard copy version) and will be made available 
online through the SLGS website. Please send your 
papers to the following email address. 
Editor Journal: nadeejpriyankara@yahoo.com  

-    Geological and Geotechnical Modelling - Problematic Soils (Expansive Soils, Organic Soils) 

-  Ground Improvement - Design for Earthquakes 

-  Landslides and Slope Stability - Environmental Geotechnics 

-  Ground Subsidence - Geotechnical Instrumentation and monitoring 

-  Foundations - Case Histories 

-   Analytical and Numerical Modelling - Rock Engineering, Tunnelling 

-   Site Investigations - Deep Earth Energy 
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